
JUNIOR NIGHT 2023 Q&A

How many classes did you say seniors have to take?
Seniors are expected to take at least six classes but may be allowed to take five if they have a
job or online or community college class outside of Tam.  This has to be approved by the
counselor and principal.  Colleges want students to have at least five college-prep classes.

What is a college prep elective?
College-prep electives are what we call those classes that 'count' on the college application and
go into the GPA used for admission. Most classes at Tam are considered college-prep except
for PE, TA, Auto, etc.

These are academic classes that exceed graduation requirements, such as taking an extra Art,
Math, Language, Science, or even some elective classes. Please check the UC Doorways
website for Tam High or check our Course Catalog for classes which are designated as meeting
UC/CSU eligibility.

Are makeup classes/summer school available for AP classes?
Yes, if the grade is a D or F, we have online options and if summer school is offered, grades of
D or F can be remediated by a regular level class. It's always best to email your counselor.

Does Tam track class rank for students?
Tam does not rank students.  All colleges have a place for us to report that our district does not
rank students.

If we are planning on taking the SAT in the spring, when and how should we start
studying?
We will definitely be talking about SATs and testing in this presentation.  In addition to doing well
in classes in order to boost learning for testing, testing books are great as well as free test prep
online like Khan Academy.  There are private test prep companies but they cost money and so
it's good to be mindful and understand what supports your student needs.  Test Prep is a money
making business and everyone will take your money if you let them.  It's good to talk to Emi or
your counselor to get more specific advice as well.

Adding on to say that we had a College Admission Testing Info Night last month and the
recording is posted on the CCC blog, along with upcoming free practice tests for juniors and
sophomores. See more info at: https://thsccc.wordpress.com/college-applications-prep/testing/

Many schools are saying they are “Test Optional (SAT, ACT) for 2023”.  When will they
announce the plan for 2024, and how much should we emphasize test prep given the
uncertainty?
In my experience, colleges will update their testing policy mid spring semester for the following
application cycle. Since it can be uncertain, I recommend students concentrate on exploring and
researching colleges they may be interested in as testing policies can vary. For example, we

https://thsccc.wordpress.com/college-applications-prep/testing/


know that the California public institutions like the 23 Cal State Universities and the 9
undergraduate University of California schools are test blind and will not be using SAT/ACT
tests as a factor for admissions. If a student is primarily interested in applying to these schools
then I would not emphasize test prep and would recommend spending time and effort into other
avenues to strengthen an application. For students who are unsure, you can definitely sign up
for my upcoming free online proctored exams to try out the tests and see how you do and get a
sense of how much studying you may need to do if you choose to sign up for an official exam.

Should students sign up for Naviance with theirTam Email address, personal email or the
email that they are using to apply to colleges (“college email”)? Thanks!
Students already have a Naviance account.  They can just click on the app in their portal and do
the single-sign in.  It is automatically linked to their Tam email address.

Can we attend college rep sessions that might happen at other Marin High Schools like
Redwood?
It would really be up to that school's College and Career Specialist and whether or not the rep
visit is in person or on zoom.  I would imagine it would be easier for them to allow you to attend
if the session is on zoom, but again, you would have to contact them. I doubt schools outside of
our district would allow outside attendees in person.

Can you pick your college if you go to community college for a year first?
California Community colleges have transfer plans to all of the UCs and CSUs,….but you can
also plan to transfer to other colleges as well.  You will choose the college you want to transfer
to.  Most will require 2 years/60 units before you transfer.

Also, if you want to try to transfer to a 4-year college after only one year at a community college,
you will likely need to submit your high school transcript in addition to your college transcript.

Do you know the deadline for the summer online college courses to sign up?
For community college deadlines, please log on to the specific school's website. We are
fortunate to have a representative from the College of Marin each Wednesday in the College &
Career Center. Check Ms. Abe's website for more information.

The links don’t seem to be live - or am I missing something?
The links will be live when this presentation is posted on our Counseling Website next week.
We'll also email the recording out to the class and parents once it's available.


